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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
Soviet Army Censorship and Postal Procedures . &
1. fter February 1954, military censorship of official mall between Soviet

A

Army units ceased and the censorship stamp no longer appeared on the
face of private correspondence., Formerly, there had been a stamp with
the legend "proverenno voyennoy tsenzuroy" (checked by military censor-
ship). Most Soviet "official" military mail needed ho censorsghip since
it was always sent by secret army postal channels and was classified.
However, unclassified mall on official matters between army units was
treated 1like any other mail., For example, if an officer wrote the
former CO of a newly-arrived soldiler to check discrepancies between

the soldier's equipment and the corresponding entries in the soldier's
service record or if a hospital officer.wrote a unlt %o send an escort

for a soldier, such correspondence might 1. unclassirfied 50X1
but yet be considered official. such mall was P
treated like any other mail and was, therefore, subject to censorghip 50X1
until Pebruary 1954C:‘7\\¥ such mall was not censored
rgipgn‘ghangdate. Although there is no more continuous censorship, ,
L Ajthere is possibly a spot censorship or spot checking of 50X1
such mail, ) .

2. The censorship of letters on toples of mobilization and demobilization
was dependent on the wording used in the letters. If a soldier wrote,
"according to an order for demobilization, I shall be released on such ‘
and such a date", the letter would not pass censorship. However, if a s0x1 -
soldier merelv wrote, "I ghall be home4;g\ﬂggg@bg;jL;ﬁQg\lgEﬁ@;;ﬂQu;gﬁﬁ o
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There had to be a return address on the envelope of anj letter wriltten
to a military address| 50X1

Whenla dether weguto:be: Bepsi byinegistenetimilica soldier ves, required
sorpersanaliyghaker Lbobovarmilitary.post offdcecapdyslans for  A8u wu .ol
Non~reglstered mall was merely posted by the soldler in the mail boxes

~ which were availlable in all casernes. | | there . 50X1

were also mall boxes in all Soviet-occupled hotels, messes, office
buildings, and eivilian hostels.

Joviet personnel were forbidden to use the Austrian postal facilities,

even to write to another Soviet military address. \ 50X1
1t would never even enter the head of a Soviet soldier '

t0 send a letter to his home in the USSR via these channels. PFurther- .

more, anyone who did use the Austrian postal facilities would arocise

& great deal of susplclon since Soviet mllitary mall was faster and

was free. Although Austrian nationals were unable to get letters

into a Soviet military post elther legally or officially, + 50X1
any Austrian could accomplish this with the help of a :

€t 80 er.

No printed matter or perilodicals in Russian could be sent to the USSR

from Austria, but] it was possible for Soviet military:
personnel. to send such printed matter to other military personnel

withlin Austria or from Austrla to Satellite countries. | no 50X1

specific rules or regulations on this subject and they . 50X1
would be known only to postal employees of a Military Pos fice P

(Voyenno-pochtovaya stantsiya - VPS).

Soviet soldlers usually kept thelr personal letters for a very long
time, perhaps for the entire period of their military service if the.
contents meant something to the soldler and represented a pleasant
recollection. For instance, if a girl sent a soldler many kisses and
her love by maill, the soldier might keep the letter for the whole
periocd of his military service.

Military Institute of Foreign Languages

Correspondence courses were given and supervised by the Military
Institute of Forelgn Languages (Voyennyy Institut Inostrannikh
Yaz:kov). this institute was located in Leningrad,

i1t offered courses in many languages, and had a department which
andled correspondence courses, presumably in several languages.. /

(

Lg | To begin one or — ~
hese courses, an officer Ifirst had to obtaln t©

N

- Lniw ./ \

IEM

were posslbly allowed to take such courses but :knek# of no examples;

The Military Institute of Foreign Languages malled packages, by regular
mall, to persons enrolled in the course. These packages contained the
course's entire program which lasted for four years; 50§1

i

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/02/28 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500170002-6



4 ' '
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/02/28 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500170002-6 -

" SECRET

the packages also included texfl ‘ S e |
| book 50X1
50X1 the work was of a nature ex 8 and homework.

pected 1n such courses and that it

‘1nq1uded reading, trans;ations, and grammar exercises.

50x1

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/02/28 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500170002-6



